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Part 2. p.142 onwards. 


THE LITERARY CAREER OF A SHAKESPEARE FORGER 
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The first part I have not copied as it has no direot bearing on 
the Ireland Forgeries,with the exception of the following:- 
"there is no proof that a single line in Shakespeare's auto-— 
"graph was in existence at any time during the last century.” xX 
*% We have but W.H.Ireland's repoti+ of the assertions of Nr.& 
Mrs Williams of Clopton House in I793,as to the destruction of 
a large basketful of papers vearing the signature "William 
"Shakespeare" — Authentic Account p.5. Confessions p.al. - 


" a report which the late Mr.Wheler of Stratford on Avon whe 


. "had the best opportunities of mowing the truth assured Wr. 


*J.0,Halliwell was utterly & entirely without foundation of 
Whiley 07AS tnxSpemamienet pep en, dane eae? VWiilharra 
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The following I have copied verbatim. G.H.Iibbis. 
"It is incumbent on me now to give some account of the disco- 
"very & history of the two deeds to which Shakespeare's mdoubté 
"signature is attached ,for it is to one of them that we are. in- 
"debted for the Ireland Forgeries. 

®Besides the family of the Irelands,there are two persons 

" unpleasantly mixed up with the fabrications : an attomey 
"named Albany Wallis,t an actor named Montagu Talbot. 

"The oritics have never seen their way +o excnerate the 
"former from complicity nor the latter from active partioi- 
"pation,in this disoreditable hoax. 

"Wallis was in partnership with one Troward,whose son 
"will shortly be mentioned,& this firm were solicitors to the 
"Rev'd — Fetherstonhaugh,of Oxted,Surrey. In the year I768 
" Wallis is aal ».t0 have discovered among his client's title- 
"deeds the Mortgage deed of the IIth.WVarch I6I2 & I suppose 


"with his client‘s censent,Wallis presented it +o Garrick. 
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"In I790 Malone saw it in the possession of Garrick's Widoe,& he 


"afterwards printed a transcript of i+ & a fac—simile of the sig 


"nature. In I796 when the question of the orthography of the name 


"Shakespeare ,was in discussion ,Malone again applied to Mrs.Garriok 


"for the production of the Mortgage deed,in order to verify his 


"tac-simile,but the dded was gone. 


"I have no doubt whatever that Wallis had surrepticiously 


"sained possession of it yfor it was som used for a distinct pur- 
OH Grtrniae. of 1; Contrecleetsx Zt, 


lhe facts Un. 


"By a curious coincidence Wallis is said to have found at 


"pose by his friend W.H. Ireland. 


"this time very time the counterpart of the I0th.March I6I2 amon g 
"Nr. Fetherstdénhaugh's mumniments, Malone inspeated this also,& 
"being satisfied of the genuiness of Shakespeare's signature 
"appended to that deed,published a fac-—simile of it. 
"It will be seen that at soma time between I790 & I796 

"the Mortgage deed had passed out of Mrs.Garrick's possession, 
"& I have to add that this deed together with Wallis:s presenta— 
"tion letter to Garrick is know to have found its way back in- 
"to the Office of Wallis & Troward. 

"Now it is certain that about the year I794 a fabricated deed 
" copied from the Mortgage deed in question & bearing ‘Spurious 
"signatures of Wm.Ska ike speare Michael eee! ye : BL zaboth gabaedy 


"was in the possession of Samel Ireland, 


"May IS4Iwhen it was knocked dowm to Mr.Elkins for £I62-I5-0 & 
"again in May I843 it was sold by auction to the Corporation of 
"London for €I45, It is now in. the Guildhall Library. 

"The purchase deed was privately produced by young Troward 
"in March I858 to Sir Fraderiok Madden then tho Keeper of the MSS, 


"in the British Museum,& in the following June it was,on his recom 


*mondasion,purohased by the Trustees for £3530-I5-0. Large as this 
"sum was it was a better investment than that of the £130 which 
"the Trustees gave for the Florio signature on the recommendation 
"of the Keeper of the Printed Books Department - a Signature which 
"is still doubted by the most competent pales ographers,though it 


"is certainly more ancient than the epoch of the Ireland Forgerie 
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If there be still another specimen of Shakespeare's writing, 
44 will be found in certain lines,umdoubtedly in a 16th.Century 
handwriting,appended to a MS Tragedy entitled "The History of 
Sir Thomas More,in the Harleian Collection 7568. 

I trust it will not be long before this umique manuscript is 
reproduced in facsimile by one of the learned societies who give 
themselves to that kind of work, 
But it 1s now time that we turn to the subject of the Ire- 
land Forgries premising that they constitute one ef seven distinct 
gets of fabrications. Chief of the other half dozen are the nine 
(or mere) fraudulent manuscripts purchased by Richard Fenton ,bar— 
rister,in I807 at a sale at Carmarthen. I have not heard in whose a 
gustedy they are at present.As they are perhaps the best things 
of their kind that have ever been done,one regrets that the name 
of their perpetrator has never been discovered,though the place 
at which they were purchased seems to point ar Montagu Talbot the 


actor. * 


% Note-: A Tour in Quest of Genealogy in Wales,Somerset, & Wilts, 
by a Rarrister,with a number of curious fragments fron a 8 
-MS.Colliection ascribed +o Shake «pears, i811. We have a #e@ 
account of the purchase at page 29 & of the contents at 
page 187. The specimens are given on pp. 189 , 190,200,202, 
212,253,234,&« 250. The spelling of these fraguents is 

— pace Mr.Jeremiah's diction — passable if net unexcep- 
tionable. My own impression is that they are from the 

game source as +he Ireland Forgeries. 

Yontagu Talbot ,W.H.Ireland's confederate ,once 
hailed from Carmarthen where these fragments were bought.& 
See "VINDICATION" p.I2. Besides the 24 MS,in the Schedule 
of unproduced papers —’Vindication"p.d%- vig:-Brief ao- 
count of his (Shakespeare's ) life in his own hand" 


anawers +o No.4 of the Fenton MS. 
on ff 


IRA F “ 
j / 


There are other spurious matters closely associated with the 
name of Wm.Chetwood,the stage— manager,Chas.Macklin,the player & 


Geo.Steevens the editer,John Jordan the ballad monger, 


playwright, 
| ( 3) 


Po ail 


~ 


: 
| 


| 


it 


& sou others, But by far the most impertant mame in the roll 6f . 
of Shakespeare forgers, who flourished im the reign of Ceoorgesrd. 
is William Heary Ireland, Despite all the Vindieations,Authentio 
Asoounts,Confessions ete.that have been voushsafed in the eause 
of truth,tkere still doth hang a eloud ef mystery as well asof 
epprebium over the family name, Mystery begins with tke very 
mame ef the reputed ferger for theugh ho nover stmoped as low 
as to adopt am alias,barring the M.H.ef the Fergerios,it iss 
still a question for settlement whether he had not another Gs 
Christian mame of Samuel - & after that print has been set at 
rest whother our here was tae forger of the documents with 
whieh his name is asoeiated,& with whieh he is eredited in the 
Bibliegrapher's Mamuel.As if it were ot enough that serious 
debate should be held wkether Shakespeare was the auther of 
Shakespeare whether some cthor great man of that day(say Baeon 
alone or Raleigh,or Baeon & Raleigh) did not produes the Works of 
Shakespeare, just as a wreught during the brief span 
whieh sueh overworked geniuses eould steal frem their pro - 
fessiomal leisure fer the eultivation of the Muses — as if that 
were mot enough- I say,a seeondary diseussien has been main— 
tained whether a notorious forger,whe ex three ooeasions pubt 
liely eenfessed himself to be such was aot rather a great iia 
liar than a great forger,in a word whether W.H.Ireland was the 
aathor ef the Ireland Forgeries, 

Now it is te set at rest these questions of name & 
authorship that I have writtew this paper,& my exeuse for ongse 
mere éalling attention te so well-worn a subjeet lies in the 
Single facet that evidense has reeeatly esme to light whieh 
enables me onee for all te settle then, 

Samuel Ireland,the Spitalfislds Weaver like many another 
weaver ,left weaving fer lierature,& opened a shop la Norfolk 
Street Strand for the sale af old beoks,priats & etaer euri- 
esities,& from selling books & prints teek to making them, 

He had married the beautiful Aana Maria (?Irwin) & 

Shis uailen was blessed with four ehildren:Samel,William 
Henry, Anna Maria & Jane,though as to Ney t-tite bese Lag wat 
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No.2 the blessing was at one time held in question,& peor Sam 
Senior,surviving Sam Junicr,died in the full conviction that 
his second son had been little better than a curse. 

The elder born son died early,& was thus unknown to him- 
self or his Father "taken from the evil to come" Thenceforth 


x 


+he younger son was,as I have learned from his nephew,familiar— 
ly called Sam. His Father oalls him Sam in ihe Vinaisetd ion pp. 
14 & I5,. Talbot calls him Sam in his deolaration (Vindication 
p-52) in his letter (Authentic Account p.27) & in his Carmar- 
+hen letter (Vindication p.I2) when Talbot writes of the for- 
ger both as Samuel & Sam. In fact from the death of the real 
Sam,+he surviving sen adopted the praanomen of Samuel ,& signed 
himself S.W.H. Ireland. Aoccerdingly on the title page of his 

own copy of the "Returne from Parnassus" (4+0.1606) we find the 
initials in his handwriting "S.W.H.I.% te a declaration,an affi- 
davit,an advertisement, « an undertaking,all printed by Samuel 
Ireland in his Vindication I796 at pp.12,29,31,& 35 we find the 
signature S.W.H.Ireland, & in the same beok on p.28 1s an affi- 
davit signed Samuel William Henry Ireland, These papers or at 
least some of them are in +he MS Department of the British 
Museum, 


NOTE:- In a copy of "THE AUTHENTIC ACCOUNT® in the B.™. is a 


MS.note (unsigned) stating the report that W.H,Ireland was bap— 
tised at St.Clements Danes,under the name of Wm.Hy.Irwin & that 
his mother was a married woman seperated from her husband. There 
is no such entry between 1772 & I779 inclusive & in I794 or 5 3 
W.H. Ireland was eae rumour is discredited by Mr.Arnold in 


Frasers’ Nagazine Aug. 1860 p. I67. * 


Moreever in the earliest fabricated deed,with the signature 


"Wm. Shakspeare"the feigned recipient of Shakspeare's bounty 


is " mye geede freynde Masterre William Henrye Irelande" a 
fact which almst suggests that the forger, if "Samuel" was 
not "William Henry"—- for i+ would seem unlikely that he would 
inert his own exact Christian & surname in a fabrication which 


he de signed te pass off as genuine. Possibly it was +his con— 
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Sideratien which led Prefessor Dawden ta cenclude that the 
was christened simply "Samuel". Nevertincloss it is certain 


he was christened William Henry — & nething else 
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The se-called"Shakspeare Papers® which iss 


Ireland forge & — with twa exceptiens - viz:- No's I5 & I6 ware 


publicly exhibited in Nerfelk Street — were:— 


I. Prefessien of Faith 2. Seuthamp+en Letters 

3. Cawley Letters 4 Anne Hathaway Letter 
4 cy ~ 1 ist ton te 

Oo. Stanzas +e Anne Hathaway 6. Hemyng Nete of hana 


7. Lease to Fraser 8. Cendell Agreement 


9. Lewine Agreemen+ IO. Twe drawings of Shakspeare 


II, Elizabeth's Letter ene paper eto. 

I2. King Lear I3. Fragment ef Hamlet 

I¢. Deeds witnessed by Shaksp.18. Theatre receipts 

16. Letters signed by Shaksp'rI7. Vertigern in I6th. century 


I8. Henry 2nd. 3 pages in I6th. 
century hand remainder in 
W.H.Ireland's autegraph. 


Neat - 7 - = Vp urls i we Ian mor, +4 - 
* Nete.We de not knew whe has the three desds mentiened in +t 


@ Nete:—- Yet the British Museum has a MS.cepy entirely in the 


Simulated hand. Phun + Zactewtee 
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Pals ography mst have been unknewn in these days,er the handwri- 


ing alene weould,at the first glance,have betrayed the impesture, 


Nay,further,archaic spelling mst have been a whelly noeglocted 
subject,sr the spelling of these papers must have cevered 
with redicule. Beth these remarks apply with equal force te 
Ireland & Chatterten,fer there never was a peried when the 
writing er the spelling adepted by either had been in use 
Both af these appear ta have known but little beyend 
indefinite fact,that in earlier times i+ was the custem in 


many cases to write "y" for"i",to double the censenants,& te 


append an "e*,Ireland works this rule in se mechanical a fa 
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that it is difficult +e wderstand hew such men as Warten. Pa 


ned fren n ls aughin g when they first axami 
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" Thatte theu haste perrepennedyoularelye felie® 
in Lear & the insoriptien en the MS.Play signed Wm.Shakspeare 
whe is made te write that this his play 

*Isse fremme Masterre Heli innesueauat ete. 

It is searcely oredible that Ireland himself should not 
have knewn that he was here putting the skeleten key te the 
fraud intc the hands of the arche olegist. 

Passing ever the miserable rubbish which f111 the letters 
& verses to Anna Hathaway,in the letter +e Southampten where 
the playwright is made te tell +he Peer that "gratitude -— is a 
Budde which Bllossemnes Blloems butte never dyes*®.(hew excellant 
mst have besn Ireland's delight in these reduplicated llis,which 
neo scribe ever doubled befere !) 

The Prefession of Faith'YO.where Shakspeare 1s made to liken 
the Almighty to a "sweete ohickenne®- ef all living creatures - 

& the amazing address te the ferger's feigned namesake,where it 
is said that ® Shakspeare's seule restelesse inne the Grave shalle 
uppe agayne & meete hys freynde hys Ireland — where one would na— 
turally expect te hear of his meeting his Ged ( all which makes 
us wonder hew any educated man jin his senses esuld have received 
these papers as genuine) we may nete that seme of them like seme 
sf the Fenten papers,carry their spurieusneses unmistakably on their 
face. Just as in me of the latter we have Shakspeare telling of 
hew he had sat for his pertrait te Suocaro (i.e. Zuechere. see" Tour" 
p.201.) & anether bears date befere Shakspeare was bern,se in the 
endersement ef Queen Blizabeth's letter to Shakspeare his Theatre 
is called "the Glebe bye Thames® & jin the lease ta Fraser & wifes 
the heuses leased are dascribed as " abutting olose te the Glabo 
theatre by Black Fryers Londen." Yet we have it en unimpeachable 
evidence,that when Warten & Parr had read all the papers inoluding 
the Professien of Faith,the former thus addressed the elder Ireland 


YO Nete:-Suggested te W.H.I. by the Profession of Faith ef John 
Shakspeare which was fabricated by Jerdan,but taken for 
genuine by Ireland.see "Confessions" p.56. 

‘* Nete:—Cesway's portrait ef Shakspeare was attributed te Zuechero— 
or Franesis — spurious beyend doubt. 
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& eur Litany abeunds with beauties,but here 1s a man (whe)ha« 


distanced us all.* & that Beeswell fell upen his knees,& in a 
lived te 

tene ef enthusiasm & exnltatien,thanked Ged that he had wit— 
nessed this discevery,& exclaimed that he "eeuld new die in 
peace." Whether Parr did,as the Irelands assert,agrac te 
Warten's apestrephe er net it is certain that the first aer— 
tificate of authenticity was aetually érawm up by Parr ,whon 
had expressed dissatisfaction with that drafted by Beswell, 
as "tee feebly expressed.( Vindication p.20). 

The fergeries,by whemseever executed,were written 
during the years 1794 & part ef I795,& in the early part of 
the latter year,all the papers with the exceptien of Verti- 
gern & Henry end.were en view at Samuel Ireland's heuse in 


Nerfolk Street. The tragedy ef Vertigern,er as it was then 


‘ 
‘ : ; 
Called Vertigern & Rewenna,was performed at Drury Lane Theatre 
' 


en April 2nd.1796. 
At a preconcerted signal the play was interrupted te- 


wards the end ef Vortigern's selilequy in the 2nd.scene of 


the Sba.act,the words are addressed te Death & the four can— 


Cluding lines are:- 
"And when this selem meckery is ended, 
"With ioy hahd thou tak'st him by the feet, 
"And upward se,till thou dest reach the heart, 
"And wrap him in the cleak of lasting night.® 
Of esurse,there is here a glance at Mrs.Quickly's acceutt 
ef Falstaff's death,& the last line is a close imitation 
ef Shakspeare's Language. 
As usual the testimeny ef eye & ear witnesses is not 
censistent,but i+ is net difficult te elicit the facts from 
the discrepant statements. I will cite but two witnesses. 


A eerrespondent to Netes & Queries,writes, 


"At last Jehn Kemble -— - — breught the question to its climax, 
"for in a passage which (as I best recollect) desoribed the pre- 


"sress ef death upen the human frame,he exclaimed "then catch 


"him by the threat,"® & grasping his own throat with a rather 


"Mr.Ireland,we have very fine things in eur Church Service 
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"ludicreus action ,& pausing, a slight laugh arose,& he himseFf 
"appeared te be struggling with cenvulsive laughter ,& then 
"burst eut a rear of genuine mirth from the pit,which was 
"taken up by the whele house.” 

That Kemble in the line "With icy hand +hou tak' sh him 
"by the feet" should have substituted "threat for "feet"is 
ineredible,fer Ireland whe charges Kemble with betraying the 
piece,does net charge him with altering a werd in it,but with 
having reiterated the line ("And when this solem mockery is 


ended®) with an expression the most pointedly sareastie & acri- 


‘menius it is possible te concieve® & if Kemble did net substi-— 


2 ot 


tute threat for feet,it is net at all likely that he would 


Va 


have seized his own throat,(umless it was te choak a laugh), 


besides "An Octegenarian"writing in Notes & Queries,2nd.Seriss $< 
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i1i,p.492,cerreberates Ireland's acceunt in every particular, 
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Feur publications on the authenticity of the Papers 
ad preceded the repraeant.etion ef Vertigern. Malone's " nauiry® 
demelished the whole impesture ,& was published the dav after 
the fiasea x wae the signal for further publications. attacking. 
defending,or vindicating the fergeries.Five velumes viz:— those 
of Weedward (by some,the "Familiar Verses"were attributed to 
one Orten) while Sir Bate & Lady Dudley,& Hargroave,as well as 
the renowned "Presions Relies"are humourous or abusive ,mestly 


the nature ef paredies,while those ef Boaden,Cel.Webb.Waldron 


Wyatt .Malene,Caulfield,Chalmers ,Cobbett, Oulton ,Hardinesa & 
Mathias .& twe anonymous werks,are scrious discussions ef the 
authenticity — a auestien which would seem unworthy of such 
treatment,& a preper subject for ridicule. 

The histerical question was reopened by myself in 
1659,& preveked twe admirable replies,the ene by the late Wr. 
T.JeArmeld F.S.A.& Police Magistrate,which was published in 
Fraser's Vagazine fer Aug. I860,the other in The Lendon Revie 
fer Oct. I860,net imprebably from the pen ef the oe ee Pt aaa 
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Mackay. These twe together furnish an excellent & acourate 


dad 


histery of the Ireland Fergeries,leaving nething mere to be 
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ible te the publie at the time these accounts were written. 
The earlier eritiques range over the peried I796-I800 
beth inclusive. The few writers who had believed in & dofended 
the papers had given in by 1797,& fertums having "spurned down 
her late beleved® — whether we refer toe the older Sam or the 
younger man s0 niekmamed — net one vetary remained whe was 
willing te "aceempany his declining foot." Beth father & sen 
were cevered with abuse, neither was ever forgiven by his 
sontemporarics fer a practice whieh whether innocent or net, 
had dohe the exeeilent werk of unmasking the impesters of 
eritieism. I have said "net ane” but there was one if not two, 
sa “Gore Langton , whe had refused te inspect the papers (as 
Steevens & Malone had dome) evinced the kindliest dispnsitim fe 
towards the elder Ireland,& Wm.Cobbett took eecaison +6 pat 
the yeunger Ireland on the baek & deneunee the fresh—grawing 
idelatry of "the imertal bard’whem he censidsred as a fit 
subject fer blame as well as praise,& utterly unfit +o stand 
as England's typical peer. 
I will say ne more ef these ISth.century writers. For | 
fifty years the subject slumbered,but it crapped up again in 
the publieation of itr.J.P.Cellier's "Netes & Emendations," ) 
whieh heralded the advent of an entirely new "Shakspeare Con- 
treversey® & the ae nots ae of a series of fabrications far 
mere skilful & injurieus than these which had astonished the 
sontemperaries of Jehnsen. My unfortunate nete on the Ireland 
Fergries,published in [859,was ealled forth by an anonymous ene 
printed in Willis's Current Netes fer Des. 1855,& subsequently 
ewned by a literary gentleman who was oneo an assistant te Wn. 
Hone ,&« who had married his daughter.We may aceerdingly date the 
rise of the seoend series of publisatiens on the Ireland Forgeries,]) | 


in that menth.' By that time W.H.Ireland had beon dead absut 20 | 


years.He was in fact,bern in or abeut the year 177649 & died in 
1835 in his 60th vear. Up ta 1853 it was generally aecapted,8s 
that W,H. Ireland was the sole & unassisted fofger ( unless his 
friend Talbot had given him some small help Ke Samuel Ireland 


the dupe of his son. [t seemed hewever that thera was one dis— 
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see Noles & 


sentient who had held his peace tor twenty years 


ness had died & who then gave the world at secondhand, 


nesses testimony. Mr.Burn,the editor of the serial in question, 


wrote as follows :— Nemo being the signature of a previous 


correspondent in the columns of "Willis's Current 


Notes a9 ® 


"Nemo is in error in supposing him to have been "the 


Author of the Shakspeare Forgerioes." 
tne 


was original 


so well in befooling "professed judges® of the original designs 
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by Hogarth;that prompted by his needy oircumstan 


»x befouled 


It was Sams] Ireland's ghter who wrote the 


dramatist: the 


tations of the younger one assisted,& the 


redoubtable William Henry was merely a copter. 


It was Samuel Ireland who began by colleating 


Shakspeare's % fabricated manuscript notes 


in the books as if written by the immortal 


them greatly admired,he 


have divulged the transaction,to all but 
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4 as = as aes oP ty | « WA »-A- 
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volume of his Graphic Illustrations of that celebraved pamuer,. 


observe Hogarth never troubled 


It is almost nugatory to 
| f t J Dennis of theatrical thunder notoricty,& 
himself about Jom Dennis of theatrical *nunder Novorleuys 
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the portrait there presented,is a fiction by Samuel Ireland, 
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though received as genuine by many respected Hogarthian Co 
lectors. 
Sian a at wos Ae +37 , rattatad +he writer 
Should Nemo's desire be still unsatiated, on 


| wo DG rnalivy known .mav 

to whom William Henry Ireland was long personally Known ,ma} 
- +n er ant t 

possibly commmicate some particulars,hitherto but very im 
7} 7} 3 1 «7 nharvaetana *+he 80 ny 
perfect ly knowm,. Let this be genera llv mnderstooa,tne ym 


| by him,were a 


volume ,was caused 


know not, 
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letter to the editor,but Mr.Burn would not b 
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In the case of Ahe Simenides forgeries,which received full 


discussion at/a meeting of this Soclety,a similar difficulty 


ultimately arose,for after the detestim of the forgery of 


the Uranius MS.the arch forger while maintaining +he gen- 


uiness of that palimpsest,publiocly doclared that he had fab—- 


ricated the Codex Sinaitious. 

But in the case of the Ireland MSS.there is just a 
doubt whether Mr.Burn has not misrepresmted or coloured 
Ireland's private cenfession. My own conviction is that, 
very little weight can be attached to the accuracy sf Mr. 
Burn‘s repert. In 1859 I theught differently,& oomaltted 
myselfte a note on the Ireland Forgeriss,appended to my 
first Shakspeare beok,which I now deeply regret. 

Mr. Bates relied upon three peints —- 

T.Ireland: advertisement in the London papers asserting the 
innosence of his father (Vindication.p.36.) 
2.His solerm declaration that he was the writer & author of 


the forgeries ( Authentic Acoount p.42.) 


3. His reiteration of both assertions three years before his 


death ( Vortigern 2nd.edition p.VII.) 

But if, as Mr.Burn says,Ireland was the greatest liar that 
ever lived,these allegations go for nothing,but not knowing 
with what object Ireland was induced to mae a private con- 
fession to Mr.Burn,& being far from sure,in these neeay 
days,he did not make it with a view to literary employment, 
I should not be disposed to attach more weight to his cen- 
fidential than to his public avowal. But whatever we are 
te think of Mr.Burn's commmication,I am happily in a posi- 
tien to clear the name oi Samel Ireland rrem the foul as— 
persions which have been cast upon it. 

In the first plase it is well to remember what was 
the elder Irelana s aying aeclaretion. I am net aisposea 
as @ Matver +f oeurse,to accept unchallenged the last dying 


speech & Gentession of any man,but I give Mr.Ireland’s for 


Ig 


=> 
¥ 


what it may be worth. 


Dr.Latham whe attended him in his last iilness,in I800 
recerds it at p.I76 ef his ence valued work en Diabetes pub— 
lished in I8I0:— he writes "notwithstanding the world did not 
give Mr.Ireland oredit fer his assertion respecting his sen- 


eurrence (with) or aven connivanssa at his smis literary fraud 
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yet in justice te his memry I think myself here eallad upen, 
since I have this oppertunity,to record it as his death—bed 
declaration) that he was tetally ignorant of the deceit,& was 
equally a believer in the authenticity of the manuscripts as 
thesé which were even the mast credulous.? 

Mr.Arneld in the article already mentiened, like Mr. Bates, 
lays stress upon W.H.Ireland's three staements,& believes in 
the henesty ef his confession & his exeneration of his father., 
adding,that even if the "Confessions "are be net trustworthy 
threugheut,there is me greud fer implicating his father or 
any other member of his family,nevertheless this writer ocen— 
tinues thus:— 

"What cannot fail te induce seme feeling of doubt in ths 
truth ef W.H, Ireland’s narrative,is the fact that a comparatively 
uneducated youth sheuld,witheut oo-neperation,have preduced not 
enly such @ mass of manuscripts in se short a time,but that he 
sheuld have been able to trabricate a arama of nearly 3000 lines 
which by any sane persen ceuld be received as the peetry ef Shak—- 
speare," 


But, he aéds — "there $n evidence te comtberb lanee 


William Henry's pesitive & repeated assurance that he received 
ne assistance trem any quarter.If¢ there were anyone tewards whem 
suspicien might We directed,it would be te Yr. Mentagu Talbot 
the intimate friend & confidant of Yeung Ireland,& to seme ex— 
tent his aider & abettor in the Traud.Talbet,ts adept W.H.Ire+ 
land's phrase ,was’a trisna ei tne Muses," he undeubtediv of- 
fered te assist in the rabrication ef Vortigermn."(See (Confes— 
siens*® pp.I26 — I3I.) 

Mr. Arnela's senclusion is,that in any event the elder 


Ireland mst be acquitted ef all share in the forgeries either 
I4 


, 


ewn sen, Meeever Mr.Burn's assertion is dis—credited by the 
ceunter assertien of mother friend of W.H.Ireland,whs in- 
fermed Mr.Arnelé that Wm.Hy!was very cemmunicativs as te his 
Shaksperian fabricatiens:he never said in plain terms that 
his father was privy te his impesture,but somewhat suspiciously 
hinted deubts as te his total ignorance as to-nrs"toraT IgM 
gpamct of what was so mystericusly going en." 

On the etner hand thecewriter in the Lenden Review 
seemsewilling te admit that the elder Iraland is not free,frem 


the suspicion at least,ef cennivance. He writes :- 


"It is net easy to believe that Samel Ireland was whelly innocent 


ef cempliscity in the fraua ei which he was the willing agent. 


But there is no inculpatory evidence ,& there are seme circumstance 


whick tend te exenerate him altogether.Perhaps the strongest 
greund of suspicion against him is,that he dia not betray aay 
suspiocien himself?! —- - — -— "Three years aiter the publication 
ef his Son's "Contessiens” (Query “Authentic Account G.H.L. ) 
he declared in his preface te’Vortigern® that aot even tras 
disclesure nor all the srauments ar the critics founded upen 
internal evidernce,ceuld induce him te believe that great part 
ef the papers were fabricated by any individual,er set of men 
ef that day." 

I do not soe that the latter assertion favours the sus— 
picien against him,on the contrary it appears to me,that,if he 
himself were the author or oenoecter ef the fergeries,ks would 
net have shew the least anxiety te relieve his contemporaries 
frem the sdium of the fraud,But if he were censoious 6f his sewn 
innecence he wight well feel that an axcuse might be feund,ant 
only ter his own credulity,but fer that of suck men as Parr & 
Warten ,by attributing +e seme of the papers a value & an an- 
tiquity which they did not possess. 

In fact in view of all the ciroumstances,the writer in 
the "Londen Review" acquits Mr.Ireland sen'r ef any guilty par- 


ticipation in. the transaction. Om many ecoasions wa have heard 
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BS auther er abetter,in fact that he was simply the dupe of his—owm 


cr 


W.H. Ireland vindicate his father from all cemplicity in the 


fergari 68, direct er indirect gwit an earmestmneass & warmth that t 


at all avents leeked like trutk »* we know that Vr, Talbot believed 


Mr. Samuel Ireland to have been the dupe of his ow son.” & this 2 


was +ke epinion of Dr.Drake,recorded in his "Shakspeare & his 
Times." 
I said that the oxouse fer this paper was the faot that 


evidence had recently come te light settling,or a 
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ally tending to settle the question ef autherskip. Last summer 


the Trustees of the British Museum,througk the agency sf Mr. Rebem 
sen sf Cranbeurn Street, purchased ef Samei Ireland's nephew VY 


f 


the waggle of his Literary Remaina. Mv own examination of thease 
velumineus papers has remeved frem my mind all daubt as te the 
semplets exculpation ef the old man. 

Tre Remains cansist of three thick dte velumes besides 


a mass of miscellanea,Thess volumes are :— 


I. A Scrap Beek of Newspaper cuttings ,bills,caricatures etc. 
relating te the forgeries,with M8.notes by the collector. 

2. His cerrespendence with Sheridan ,Lialey Wallis ,Kenble,Talbst 
etc. 


3. Samel Ireland's carefully kept diary,with letters from 
his son & the feigned Wr.H 


There are also the agreement vetween fataer & son as to the de- 


livery ef the papers,the declaration of faith in thevauthoenticity 


the papers,with the autsgrapk signatures ef the dupes,feur 
deeds with ferged signatures,& several forgeries net included 
in the Miscellaneous Papers", 
Peer eld Sam ncver emerged from the oleud of ablequy 
which eovered him a% seon as the Shakspeare Bubbles had burst. 
His faveurite & last-surviviag sen forseok him,te seek 
his bread in a precarious way by literary kack-work. The eld 
mam never leeked up again.He prebably theught with Othelde, 
theugh he did ast actually speak it, 
felt is tea true an evil 
"And what's te came ef my dispised time 


"Is naught but bitterness." 


49 survived his humiliation & disgrace but four years 


Among the Remains lately acquired by the British Museum 
are two pertraits ef Samel Ireland,the ene being a caricature, 
printed as was the custem of the day,in a pink or pale red ink, 

Of W.H. Ireland there is but one engravad persrait,a capy 
is in the British Museum,s I inserted ansther in +he Moneorieff- 


—Mackay 4to.velums of Specimens of W.H. Ireland's Forgeries whigh 


+ 2 


I prosonted last spring te the Birmingaan Shakspeare Memorial Li- 
brary. (Nebe :— This was destreved in the disastrous fire of 
January Iith.I879.,) The mly miniature ef him was painted en 


SS ee 


ivery by Samiel Drummond A.R.A. & this ropresents a man past 


and 


middie life, having the appearance of a handsome beau,not a littia 
made up.This was hung by myself last May,in the Library of Shakw- 
peare's Birtkplace,& it is the preperty of the Trustees, 

W.H.Ireland married oo ef the Culpeppers of Kent Castle 


(a family fameus in the Civil Wars.),the widow ef Captain Paget 


brn of 
AAwv tre 


R. N.mephew ¢ 9 the Marquis of Anglesea, It 19 said that the mar- 
riage was not a happy one.He appears at all times to have been 


able te carm a onmpstency. Once he was breught under the natice 
of Reyalty & was engaged te write a sert of masque fer the Prin- 
oa8s Klizabeth.Besides writing twe pisces fer tha sacasion of 
the Fragmers Fete,he was ongaged for four days in the prepar— 
ations fer it,& his exertieas were rewarded vy the offer of a 


£5 uete, I am glad +e say he had the manliness to refuse it, 


He died May Ond.I835. His 


feed 
bde 
® 


srary career is represented 
by over twenty publications ,printed beeks & pamphlets — net a fi 


few of which ara now lying upen the table. 


SUPPL RMEN'TARY NOTE 


——— 


Wi HoIrealand's literary career,as avidenced by kis printed wri- 
tings & gall laa Geakunod worthy of kis remarkable ta— 
ionts. The Shakespeare speok,during which the" Authentic Aooount" 
a. a amd. & the "Shaksperia:n Huat" (a series ef 
papers coxtributed te the "oracle" a periodical edited by James 
Beaden ) were preduced & publisked olese at the ond of the last 


sentury.Tkea fellowed a peried during which he wrete fiction & 
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Full & Explanatery Account or the Shakspearian Forgeriss by 


Or Ireland *s MSS.remains,I knew of onlv the rol 
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1 Bahn 


myself, the writer Wm.Hy.Ireland Felio — Behn‘s Lewdes 


The Life ef the 0ld,Old,very Old Man Thomas Parr by W.E 


illustrated by drawings ,engraved portraits ate 


© 
i 3323 T) te f : . + = : 
Marquis of Denegal's Collection.Large Felin, 


Stanzas to Miss Clara Fisher by W.H.Ireland illuetrated by eno 
- a 4m & 


Wonedy on Shakspoare. dtho. 
i 


Frogmore Fete as written by me,W.H. Ireland in 


melat>: 
OP a 


of the Princess Klizabeth. Illustrated with portrit 


Elizabeth. 28 pp. dto. The last three bound in 
for me by Messrs Sotheby Wilkinsen & Hedge for 
sum ef cight shillings. 


2 : ‘ > 
Signatures «ef Departed Hnglish & Pereiopn Patent 


Charactors,or Death's Dance among the Reliquas 


tliuminated frem Holbein. This which amtains I44 2n 


is s4111 tn my library,having been bought in fer SI 


- 


I may be allowed +e note in cenclusion, 


2l8® possesses a Special cepy of the "Authentic 


which has twentyeight insertions as follows:— 
i. Three fabricated signatures of Shakspsare 
2 Fabricated signature ef Shakspeare to Dead 


4 ? 
Be " " Michael Fraser 


4. Sketch of the Quintin Seal affixed te same. 


3 Genuine impression of tha Jug watermark 
6. Sketch of the Jug watermark, 

7. Shakspeare's Profession of Faith.. 
8. Fac-similee of Lord Southampton 
9. Fabricated simature ef Lord Seuthampten. 
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TS. Fabricated 


20 , 3] i] a 


Lere Loicester 


22. Fac-similee of Lerd I ar's sionature, 


25, Fabricatod MS.ef passage in Vertigerm, 

24. : signature sf Shakespeare +t» +He Cendalle Dasa, 

25. . * Coendell. 

26, Arimerial bearings ef the Ireland family. 

av. Verses in handwriting of Ama Maria Ireland, 

28, Original portrait af Anna Maria Ireland as a girl: 

It was net te the credit sf the trade that the m rs whe attend 


vory inadequately represents 


fnather ocsapy "cerrected thrs 


new editisn"” was seld fer mw bv Messrs Setheby's April 7th, I879 & 
fetched £1-7-0. It had W.foirslend’s autegraph letter ta tke pub- 
iisher,Debrett prefixed ,& en the title the autegraph signature 

of Debrett & J.P.Kenmble. On the bagk af the tities Kenublie writes, 


that Allen's capy seld far & 


Bom, yr 
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Tae fragmants of a play entitiasd 
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EXTRACTS FROM "THE LIVES OF THE SHERIDANS by 
PERCY FITZGERALD. 1886. 


serene 


peld Among other ventures not so sucoessful,Sheridam 
had allowed himself to be caught by the arts of the 
designing Shaksperian forger,Ireland.He was drawn 
into his schemes by the hope of making a serious ooup, 
though Ireland himself tells us that the manager did 
not care to enter very earnestly into the question 
of the genuineness of the article offered. 

Even after accepting the piece,"Vortigern® ,he 3 
seemed to throw as many obstacles as possible in 
the way of producing it. The managers procrastinating 
arts,his failure to "keep appointments"with the fret-- 
ful author,or rather owmer,his forgetfulness ata. ,are 
all illustrated in the MS.papers which have been pre- 
served relating to its productich. 

The tremendous fiasco of that nights per=- 
formance ,Kembles studious indifferenoe,& attempt +o 
wreck the piece,slowly repeating,*And when this solem 
mockery is over,®. are well known. 

Note:— These are to be found in the British Museum,& 
are characteristic. We find"R.B.S8," (in June 1795) 
"putting off the pleasure of hearing "Vortigem"® 
read," & on +he 7th. Ireland complaining bitterly 
of disappointments*in meeting Mr.S.+%o settle." 

When the play was put in rehearsal without the 

new scenery that had been promised,a written 

order was at last obtained from Sheridan directing 
+he scene—painter,Greenwood +o proceed at once 

with the work. This it seems was*totally dis-— 
regarded,*the painter saying that "consistently 
with the orders from the house he could not pay 
it any attention." This shews the general want 

of discipline, "I am confidmt,*® wrote Sheridm, 


*T shall net fail to-—morrow® — an inversion +that 


eat 


is truly characteristic. At last the agreement was 
settled,by which the author was to receive half the 
profits during the first forty nights,& a sum down. 
When the money came to be paid,which was +0 be on 
signing,*here was the usual difficulty in getting 
Sheridan +o attend."We are so circumstanced here 
that it mst be at twelve to-morrow that we must pm 
meet,& the money will be ready.I assure you I have 
returned to town on this business,so don't accuse 

me of unpunctuality." On the point of submitting the 
piece to Kemble,the whole had nearly made shipwreck, 
as the author-—owmer made every objection & pretext 
against so doing. Then came complaints as to the 
form of advertisement. *"Youscarefully, avoid: mentioning 
the name of Shakspeare in your advertisement.This is 
an injury +o my property." Another grievanoe was: 

"T now hear that at the rehearsal several passages 
were sneered at." He next asked for the liberty of 
introducing a few friends at rehearsal "who may with 
gandour serve the cause." But he was told plainly h 
that "if any strangers accompany him,performers will 
certainly decline repeating their parts." He then 
received this notice from the great tragedionne her- 
self: "Mrs.Siddons' compliments to Mr. Ireland;she 
finds that "Vortigern"is intended to be performed 
next Saturday,& begs to assure him that she is very 
sorry the weak state of her health,after almost six 
weeks of indisposition,renders her incapable of 
even going to the necessary rehearsals of the play, 
much less to aot. Had she been fortunately well,she 
would have donevall in her power +o justify Mr.Ireland's 
polite sentiments on the subject,when she had the 
honour of seeing himon Saturday.’ On the eve of 
the performance Ireland had prepared an advertise— 
ment,when a peremptory note came from the other 


great pillar of the house: *Mr.Kemble has sont back , 
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his opinion as follows: "If it is done i+ will effect— 


ually dam +he play.Tell Mr.Ireland my opinion,& let 


him act, as he pleases."All this shews thab long before 


its performances the piece was foredoomed to failure, 


& that behind the curtain,it was held +o be a mere 


piece of charlatanry. 


Among the Drury Lane MSS.is8 preserved the following 


balance-sheo*t of the first night's receipts: 


1796.Saturday, 2nd.April. 
*"Vortigern® And "Grandmother," 


First account: 


Paid: 
& -~s -d@ 
Box . . 1,134 640 - 10-0 
Fit. % 764 130 -~ 18-0 


First gallery 457 45 -14-0 
Top gallery 224 tl - 4=0 


After money, 


= $s - @ 
165 24 15 = "0 
4 0 B =O 
17 0 17 -0O 
19 0 9 =— 6 
26 9 =—-6 
Total 554 15 -6 
0 ll -0O 
555 6 = 6 
350 Oo -0O 
205 6 =— 6 
0 O lls 
102 13 - 3 


Rd. Peake. 


EXRACT FROM *THE LIVES OF THE SHERIDANS* by Fitzgerald 
1886 
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p.28.vol.2. RICHARD PBAKE, TREASURER OF DRURY LANE 
"THEATRE, 

This*Dicky" Peake was a character in his way,a success— 

ful writer of plays,& author of the well-kmown "Miller 


& his Men",a piece no doubt borrowed fronthe Germans. 


The late Mr.Planche' knew him,& described his happy g 
gift of fitting his actors; & though he had no wit,he 
eould put plenty of "fun" into his farces. "These were 
usually damed on the first night,& recovered themselves 
wonderfully afterwards. His extreme good temper & 
obliging nature made him a universal favourite. 

When his later manager, Amold,lost all in the 
conflagration of the Lyceum Theatre,he generously thrust 
a bond for £200 into the fire,saying,"Let this go too.® 

He died poor,®a singular circumstance,"adds the 
genial Planche',a little oddly,"considering he had been 
sO many years treasurer of a theatre;" but a natural 


one,considering he had been Sheridan's treasurer. 


